HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
standing ready with Ms army for action, and gave the
order for attack to his own cavalry which numbered more
than two thousand, while he himself began to open fire
vehemently, thus assisting them in their fight. The French
cavalry bent down over their horses, left the reins to the winds,
and engaged themselves with naked swords. They had not
reached the army of the sarkdr before Major Prislitan who
was lying in wait on the northern side of the garden stretched
out his hand to pull the trigger of the gun, aiming at those
destined for destruction. Thus when he found the enemy
within his reach, he came out of the garden wall, his lurking-
place, and opened the destructive fire on the right wing of the
enemy, the powder-magazine being ready at hand, and burnt
them like rubbish. Muhammad Yusitf Khan also opened fire
on the cotton of the chest of the enemy. On account of
the thundering of the cannon on both their flanks the very
existence of the whole of the first line of the army, most of
the second and a portion of the third—who were fighting
foolishly and vainly—was blown to the wind of destruction.
When the remaining forces of the enemy, which escaped
slaughter, retreated, the combined forces of the Major and the
Khan directed their attention, to repel the accursed enemy from
the battle-field as a retribution for the destruction of the broad-
based wall of the garden, and advanced. M, Lally, with all
his loss in the morning, merely out of ignorance, was steady
in the battle-field till evening to exhaust his strength, i
In the meanwhile when Becket, the governor of
Chennapattan, a living symbol of the brave clays of old, the
creator of confusion in the ranks of deceitful enemy, saw
M. Lally marching with two-thirds of his army to attack the
forces of his ally, he considered those accursed besiegers,
(1) This was Caillaud's engagement with the French at the Mount on 9th
February, 1?59. For an account of the battle, see Love's Vestiges of
Madras, Vol. II, pp.. 555-558.
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